[image: ]September 2024 Newsletter I just wanted to let you know how brilliantly well your children have settled back into school. We have been working hard on our behaviour routines and expectations and the children have really risen to the occasion. I have been so impressed with the difference in the children and how they move so sensibly around the school and leave at the end of the day – quietly and slowly!
Well done to all the children 
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A huge WELCOME to all our 
new children and their families across the school but especially in our Early Years Foundation Stage. I have been amazed at how grown up and independent the children are. They are a credit to you [image: ].



Headteacher Induction Mass
11th September 2024
 [image: ] 


I was so happy to have been able to invite almost all of the children from the school to celebrate my induction mass last Wednesday. Usually this is celebrated after school without the children present but I really wanted them all to celebrate with me. I am so glad that they did. Their behaviour was exceptional and all the visitors were very impressed. I was also really lucky to have my parents with me for the day. It really was a special occasion. I am so proud to be your headteacher. I promise that I will always work my hardest to ensure that each child and member of staff is treated with dignity, kindness and love. I really look forward to support the school on its journey of improvement and sharing it all with you 



We welcomed Bishop David into school for the day on Thursday. He was impressed with the children’s questions and behaviour and he really enjoyed the school dinner and pudding! He said it was one of the best in the Diocese! Well done to the kitchen staff. 
Bishop David was able to bless all of the new classrooms too. 
Bishop David commended the whole school community in their resilience and hard work in getting the new classrooms in place and he also recognised the challenges we still have to face. He knows there is a lot of work still to do!
It was a pleasure to have Bishop David here and we keep him in our prayers [image: ]









RSE – Relationships and Sex Education
This year we will be teaching the full RSE curriculum that has been written in line with the Catholic Church’s teachings. RSE is part of the mission of Catholic schools to educate the whole person. It should be carried out as part of a holistic education which seeks to form as well as inform young people in preparation for adult life.
Please look at the website where you can find the RSE curriculum. If you have any questions, please pop in to see us.

[image: ]Sacred Heart’s Mission Statement
Our Mission Statement is ‘Jesus at the heart of all we do’. This half term we are going to be learning what this actually means and how we can own and live or mission statement in all we do and say. We will be learning about the mission statement during PSHE and RE lessons as well as in assemblies on a Wednesday. Please take the time to support your child in understanding how we develop our spiritual relationship with Jesus and how we reflect Jesus’ teaching in the way we live our lives 
Collecting your children from the KS1 classes: from next Monday we will be releasing Y2 children from the KS2 playground to avoid the congestion. On rainy days the children will continue to be released from the classes. We hope that this will ease the pressure on the doors and make it easier to hand children over to parents/carers at the end of the day. Thanks for your understanding 
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[image: ]Joining The St Thomas Catholic Academy Trust 1st October 2024
We will be joining STCAT in October and we are all really excited. Not much will change for any of us but a lot more support from the Trust’s central team. We will also have a brad new website that will be managed by the school – at last, I hear you all cry!!! We will keep this up-to-date and filled with useful information that I hope you will really enjoy 
KNOWLEDGE MAPS 
Today you will receive a Knowledge Map which will detail lots of information to support your child to know what they will be learning in all the subjects over the next 6 weeks. 
It is intended to be used to support you and your child to learn some key or ‘sticky knowledge’ such a meaning of technical vocabulary, understand concepts or introduce new learning. It is an attempt to highlight the most important content and skills needed to be learnt for a particular topic. Knowledge maps are a summary of the key facts and essential knowledge that pupils need to know and remember about particular topics. 
We hope that you like them and find them useful and interesting to share with your child. It is a good idea to explore them together and then research the topics, learn the vocabulary an read the books that are shared to give your children confidence as they learn new topics and knowledge. 
Stick them to the fridge or wall and use them to support your child by quizzing them during the half term. If you would like a printed copy then please contact the school office.
You will receive a new map each half term and they will also all be added to the new school website by 01.10.24 


[image: ]Fruit, Healthy Snacks and Water 
Just a reminder that we are very pleased that children in Foundation and Key Stage 1 are provided with a healthy fruit or vegetable snack during the school day. In keeping with our Healthy Schools Policy all children are also encouraged to bring their own healthy snack to enjoy during morning break – this should be fruit, vegetables or dried fruit. (Snack bars or any other sort of biscuit/crisp snacks are not permitted.)
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SEND
If your child is on the SEND register or has an EHCP we will be updating the Personal Learning Plans (PLPs) in the next couple of weeks. Your child’s class teacher will be arranging a meeting or phone call with you to discuss the plan 
Uniform
It has been so great to see our children returning to school taking such pride in wearing their school uniform. Many thanks to our families for supporting our children in wearing our school uniform so smartly – including the PE uniform. We thank our parents in advance for support in maintaining high standards of school uniform across the school. Maintaining high standards of uniform reflects the high standards that we have of all our children in all aspects of their work at the school. With that in mind, we do remind children about this if we see standards in our school uniform are not being upheld. Shirts tucked in is my aim this month!

[image: ]Attendance and Punctuality I would like to remind everyone that it is not possible for headteachers to authorise holiday leave. It is only in particularly exceptional circumstances where leave may be granted and examples of these are given in the Attendance Policy which can be found on the ‘Policies’ section of the new website (going live in October). I would like to thank you in advance for your understanding and support in ensuring good attendance and punctuality for your child, which we know positively impacts of their outcomes. Thank you! 
For your information, the RWInc. Phonics is taught from 09:00-09:45 in EYFS, Y1 and Y2 so please ensure the children are all in promptly to ensure that they do not miss any of these lessons.







The KS2 Building 
I know that you are aware that the classrooms and toilets are in need of much renovation and I trust that you know how hard I am working to resolve this. I am currently writing a 3-year plan to improve the school environment both inside and out. Please bear with me whilst I get this plan up and running.

Thanks for your continued support. 
Mrs Somes 
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